Nursery Policy for Children in Care and PLAC (previously looked after children)

Purpose of policy
To positively promote the educational and emotional development of Children in Care and PLAC in partnership with their carers, and support them to achieve the same success as their peers in our setting. 

About the Children in Care Education Support Service (CiCESS)
The priority of CiCESS is to ensure the educational attainment and achievement of Children in Care and PLAC under section 52 of the Children’s Act 2004. Contact CiCESS on 01872 323565. 

Strategy
When Children in Care or PLAC are placed in our setting Yvonne Picco, the designated person for Children in Care and PLAC, will act as their advocate and coordinate support for them, liaising with carers and/or parents (as appropriate) and social workers and other agencies on a wide variety of educational and care issues. A Personal Education Plan (PEP) will be initiated for each Child in Care to ensure the child’s identified educational and emotional needs are being met. We are committed to ensuring that the relevant personnel have reasonable support and time to complete tasks and responsibilities, and to establish and maintain appropriate reporting and monitoring procedures. We can only do this effectively if we are informed of the child’s status by the carers or CiCESS. This can be done in confidence to the Duty Manager.
We liaise with and promote good relationships with carers, social workers and other relevant agencies. We will keep a register of Children in Care and PLAC stored in a confidential place and ensure that we comply with any legal duties. We aim to ensure that Children in Care and PLAC achieve educational outcomes comparable to their peers with robust procedures in place to enable them to achieve their full potential.
The child (where appropriate) is entitled to decide who attends their Children in Care Statutory Reviews (6 monthly); if the Trust’s named officer does not attend they will submit a written report that promotes the continuity and stability of their PEP.

Transition Arrangements
The Trust will share information about Children in Care and PLAC which has been previously agreed by, and where appropriate, in the presence of relevant persons and/or agencies.
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